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an incidental flux is Ellen Duffy’s first solo show which has been commissioned by Draíocht following the artist’s 
year-long residency at Draíocht’s Studio 2022-2023. Duffy works across sculptural assemblage, expanded painting, 
mixed media collage and drawing. Her process is playful and seeks to build dialogue between disparate two-
dimensional and three-dimensional objects, materials and images of all sorts to form new networks and 
assemblages, hitherto unimagined. 
 
For this new body of work Duffy has adopted and retranslated found and sourced materials gathered during her 
residency at Draíocht for a site-specific exhibition in the Ground Floor Gallery. Duffy’s work builds on gestural mark-
making and recurring abstracted forms that derive from gathering and recording of fragments from her everyday 
life. Provisionally assembled, the work draws on the connectivity of things and calls attention to the potential for 
wholeness within these seemingly random materials extracted from their original contexts. Essential components, 
fragments of the wider network are drawn together and lifted up by one another. Duffy builds up her works through 
a process of layering, driven haptically, by her sense of touch and, by an interest in materiality, form and colour to 
create site-responsive installations, works on paper and sculpture networks. 
 
Duffy is interested in ideas of connectivity, perpetuity and movement, with her works often continuing out in all 
directions infinitum in incidental and free flowing, fluid ways. The grid as a motif and form punctuates itself 
throughout the exhibition. The American art critic and art theorist, Rosalind Krauss’ seminal essay, Grids, 1985 is a 
touchstone for Duffy in her own exploration of the grid as a modern form in her work.[1] In particular she creates 
warped shadows of the columnar grid works which splay out and draw themselves on the walls extending beyond 
the physicality of the assemblage. Forms are constricted, draped, layered, shaped, contorted and compressed. 
Ultimately they are carriers of expression through abstracted forms and colours that call to the interconnected 
relation between the space, the work and the artist, and critically, are open for viewers to interpret for themselves. 
 
Ellen Duffy is an award-winning visual artist based in Dublin 15. In 2022 she was awarded the Agility and Next 
Generation Awards by the Arts Council of Ireland and she has received continued support from Fingal County Council 
Arts Office including the Artists Support Scheme 2021 & 2022. Duffy is the 2022/2023 Artist in Residence at Draíocht 
Studio where she has developed the work for this exhibition. Previously she has had residences at the RHA Dublin 
RDS Graduate Studio Award 2019 and The Dock, Leitrim 2020. Recent group exhibitions include: In and of Itself, 
Royal Hibernian Academy RHA, 2023; Dublin is, Hang Tough Gallery, Dublin 2023; you breathe differently down here, 
Draíocht 2022; Worlds of their own, Draíocht, 2021; The Arena in which stuff happens, The Dock, 2021; and Parallel 
[in] Between, Platform Arts Belfast, 2021. Duffy holds a BA from Technical College Dublin (TUD, 2019) and her work 
is held in private collections in Ireland and abroad. 
 

 
[1]

 Rosalind Krauss, Grids, in The Originality of the Avant-Garde and Other Modernist Myths, Cambridge, Mass. and London 1985, p.1. Krauss 
said: ‘the grid functions to declare the modernity of modern art…’ in discovering the grid modern artists ‘landed in a place that was out of 
reach of everything that went before it’. 
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List of Works 
 
1 Stacks I, 2023. 

Acrylic, rice paper, water soluble crayon, oil stick, 
pencil, spray paint. 
 

€1,600 9 Untitled, 2023. 
Oil pastel on Fabriano. 
 

€325 

2 Stacks II, 2023. 
Acrylic, rice paper, water soluble crayon, oil stick, 
pencil, spray paint, insulation, timber batten. 
 

€850 10 Stacks IV, 2023. 
Acrylic, rice paper, water soluble crayon, oil 
stick, pencil, spray paint. 
 

€1,600 

3 Between debris and thing, 2023. 
Expanding foam, pvc coated steel, yoga mat. 
 

Not 
For 
Sale 

11 Columns (yellow), 2023. 
PVC Coated grid, rubber coated wire, spray 
paint. 
 

€2,500 

4 Unwanted commodities II, 2022. 
PVC coated grid, mesh. 
 

€300 12 Columns (green), 2023. 
PVC Coated grid, rubber coated wire, rope, 
spray paint. 
 

€2,000 

5 Inert matter/live wire (floor composition), 2023. 
Household paint, mdc, non-slip mat, yoga mat, 
timber batten, insulation foam, rubber coated wire, 
plaster cast, cardboard, foam. 
 

€2,500 13 Columns (purple), 2023. 
PVC Coated grid, rubber coated wire, spray 
paint. 
 

€1,700 

6 Shifting Linkages, 2023. 
Found steel, rope, cable ties, brackets, screws. 
 

€2,500 14 Columns (blue), 2023. 
PVC Coated grid, rubber coated wire, spray 
paint. 
 

€1,850 

7 Untitled (The Theatre in Which Stuff Happens), 2021. 
Plaster cast, rope. 
 

€375 15 Rebound, 2023. 
Steel, plaster bandage, acrylic, hose. 
 

€4,500 

8 Stacks III, 2023. 
Acrylic, rice paper, water soluble crayon, oil stick, 
pencil, spray paint. 

€970 16 Unwanted commodities I, 2022. 
Cardboard, spray paint. 
 

Not 
For 
Sale 

 
Support Our Artists + Buy A Work 
A 25% non-refundable deposit will secure a work for you.  
Please ask at Box Office or email boxoffice@draiocht.ie 


