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Draíocht, The Blanchardstown 
Centre, Blanchardstown, 
Dublin 15  
D15 RYX6  

Box Office: 01-885 2622    
Email: boxoffice@draiocht.ie 

NEST – 24 New Shows in D15 Community 

Spréacha Soar Festival for Children 
& Young People

The Legends of American Country Show

Emma Doran – Dilemma

Tom Cole

Pat & Faye Shortt – Knuckle Down

The Music of the Drifters 

The Toddler Take Over

Declan Nerney in Concert

Jarlath Regan

Vixen by Helen Casey

David O’Doherty – Tiny Piano Man

The Bob Dylan Roadshow

Susan McCann

The Summer Country Show

01 Mar

11-16 Mar

21 Mar

22 Mar

28 Mar

05 Apr

20 Apr

01-02 May

07 May

09-10 May

11 May

30 May

31 May

06 Jun

24 Jun

Booking Information
Draíocht accepts bookings in 
person, by phone & online.
Box Office Tel 01-885 2622 

Box Office Opening Hours - 
Monday to Saturday, 
10am – 6pm
Or 24hrs online at 
www.draiocht.ie

A booking fee of €1 per ticket 
applies online.

Location
Draíocht is located in West 
Dublin in Blanchardstown, 
Dublin 15, and is part of the 
Blanchardstown Shopping 
Centre complex.

Full details on
www.draiocht.ie/your-visit

Find Us Online

Draíocht's resident Café is Koffee & Kale

Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm & later on performance nights.

Draíocht's Theatre Bar serves a range of soft drinks and teas & coffees, 
half an hour before showtime and during the interval.

WHAT’S ON
JAN-FEB 2024 

Space for the Arts – Space for Magic – Space for You
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Tue 09 - Thu 18 Jan, Various Times
Tickets €45 per class 
Age: 3rd-6th class / Dur: 75 mins
After a facilitated exploration of 
the gallery exhibition, featured 
artist Geraldine O’Neill will lead 
a workshop introducing still 
life painting skills. The process 
of painting encourages not 
only thoughts and ideas, but 
experimenting with colours, 
shapes, lines and textures in 
new ways. Max of 30 pupils 
per class. Booking is essential 
through Draíocht’s Box Office 
on 01-885 2622.

Tue 09 - Thu 18 Jan, Various Times
Tickets €45 per class
Age: Secondary Cycle / Dur: 90 mins
After a facilitated exploration of 
the gallery exhibition, featured 
artist Allyson Keehan invites your 
students to explore the themes 
of painting and creating and will 
guide you on a journey exploring 
traditional and non-traditional 
image creation techniques. 
Max of 30 students per class. 
Booking is essential through 
Draíocht’s Box Office on 
01-885 2622.

Exploring Still Life 
Painting

Exploring Light 
and Shade

Thu 01 Feb, 11am-1pm
Tickets: Free
Age: Secondary Cycle
Presented by Eclipse Pictures 
in association with the National 
Talent Academy for Film & TV, 
and Screen Ireland, enjoy this 
curated programme of Irish 
short films for Secondary Cycle 
students and  youth groups. 
The screening will be followed by 
a Q&A with film makers offering 
an insight into the world of 
filmmaking, creativity, and will 
showcase opportunities available 
to younger people to work in the 
Irish film industry.

Eclipse Insights 

Invitation to Participate  
D15 Primary School Classes 
with Opinions
Throughout 2024 we will begin 
our THINKTANK Project. We 
aim to go into every school in 
Dublin 15 and ask pupils about 
what they think about us and 
why. What do they think an 
arts centre is for. This will take 
the form of a fun 60 minute 
theatre craft-based workshop 
with Eimear Morrissey. If you 
teach a class group from 1st 
class upwards, who you think 
have opinions, get in touch with 
sarah@draiocht.ie and we will 
come and hear them out!

Invitation to Participate
Dancer Matt Szczerek begins 
his Dance Residency in 
Draíocht in February, working 
collaboratively with  dancer/
circus artist, Alessio Motta and 
composer Jack Foster. We 
invite Dublin 15 class groups, 
with children aged 6-9 years, to 
work collaboratively with Matt, 
and to be part of the process 
of devising a brand new dance 
work. If your class has a special 
interest in dance, monsters, 
prop-making or composing 
music, please get in touch with 
sarah@draiocht.ie to express 
your interest in taking part.

The ladder is 
always there

Shell/Ter Artist Collective (S/TAC) 
with 10 Emerging Artists
Curated by the S/TAC Collective
Fri 08 Dec 2023 - Sat 03 Feb 2024
Ground and First Floor Galleries

NEST Portrait Project

Zsolt Basti, Sahoko Blake, Una Sealy 
& Dorothy Smith 
Curated by Sharon Murphy
Sat 17 Feb – Sat 13 Apr 2024
Ground Floor Gallery Draíocht is expanding the walls 

of our gallery right onto the 
walls of Dublin 15 schools, with 
our new Art Sharing Programme 
YOUR WALLS using work 
from our Collection. Draíocht 
is collaborating with CURO, a 
group of philosophers who use 
the Philosophy for Children 
(P4C) method, with workshops 
for teachers and pupils 
provided by Dr. Lucy Elvis and 
Dr Annie McKeown O’Donovan. 
This programme commenced 
in Scoil Mhurie Senior National 
School, Blakestown and is open 
to schools from within the 
Dublin 15 area.

YOUR WALLS
Art Sharing Project

‘Monsters’ Dance 
Residency

Shell/Ter Artist Collective (S/TAC): Diana 
Copperwhite, Allyson Keehan, Niamh McGuinne, 
Sharon Murphy, Geraldine O’Neill in association 
with ten emerging artists: Maya Brezing, Matthew 
Coll, Karen Ebbs, Spencer Glover, Ami Jackson, 
Mary Martin, Fiach McGuinne, Sorcha McNamara, 
Eileen Leonard Sealy and Catherine Ward. 
This exhibition presents new works in drawing, 
painting and expanded forms across a range 
of media, which take inspiration from, or, are 
embedded in, painting. 

Draíocht presents a new series of specially 
commissioned paintings and drawings from four 
of Ireland’s leading artists on the occasion of NEST, 
Draíocht's major multidisciplinary festival of new 
works in performance and visual art. NEST maps 
the ‘here and now’ through the eyes of children 
and young people, aged 20 days to 20 years 
in Dublin 15. 

This exhibition will feature up to 45 works of 
portraiture and still life inspired by the sitters. 
This significant body of work will be bequeathed by 
Draíocht to Fingal County Council's Art Collection.

The main focus of this exhibition is to 
highlight the role of the Collective as a shelter 
for emerging artists, aligning with Draíocht's 
strategic commitment to support young, early 
career artists. The Shell/Ter Artist Collective 
explores the concept of shelter from 
emotional, psychological and philosophical 
perspectives and seeks to provide a dynamic 
space for artists whose work resonates with 
or delves into the theme of shelter.

NEST is funded by ART: 2023, a Decade of 
Centenaries Collaboration between The Arts 
Council and the Department of Tourism, 
Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

Space to Explore | First Floor Gallery
This exhibition will be accompanied by 
a programme of engagement for young 
people in the First Floor Gallery, Curated by 
Sarah Beirne, Children & Youth Arts Officer.

THINKTANK
Project
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artist Geraldine O’Neill will lead 
a workshop introducing still 
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of painting encourages not 
only thoughts and ideas, but 
experimenting with colours, 
shapes, lines and textures in 
new ways. Max of 30 pupils 
per class. Booking is essential 
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After a facilitated exploration of 
the gallery exhibition, featured 
artist Allyson Keehan invites your 
students to explore the themes 
of painting and creating and will 
guide you on a journey exploring 
traditional and non-traditional 
image creation techniques. 
Max of 30 students per class. 
Booking is essential through 
Draíocht’s Box Office on 
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Exploring Still Life 
Painting

Exploring Light 
and Shade

Thu 01 Feb, 11am-1pm
Tickets: Free
Age: Secondary Cycle
Presented by Eclipse Pictures 
in association with the National 
Talent Academy for Film & TV, 
and Screen Ireland, enjoy this 
curated programme of Irish 
short films for Secondary Cycle 
students and  youth groups. 
The screening will be followed by 
a Q&A with film makers offering 
an insight into the world of 
filmmaking, creativity, and will 
showcase opportunities available 
to younger people to work in the 
Irish film industry.

Eclipse Insights 

Invitation to Participate  
D15 Primary School Classes 
with Opinions
Throughout 2024 we will begin 
our THINKTANK Project. We 
aim to go into every school in 
Dublin 15 and ask pupils about 
what they think about us and 
why. What do they think an 
arts centre is for. This will take 
the form of a fun 60 minute 
theatre craft-based workshop 
with Eimear Morrissey. If you 
teach a class group from 1st 
class upwards, who you think 
have opinions, get in touch with 
sarah@draiocht.ie and we will 
come and hear them out!
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Dancer Matt Szczerek begins 
his Dance Residency in 
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collaboratively with  dancer/
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composer Jack Foster. We 
invite Dublin 15 class groups, 
with children aged 6-9 years, to 
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and to be part of the process 
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prop-making or composing 
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painting and expanded forms across a range 
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of Ireland’s leading artists on the occasion of NEST, 
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and young people, aged 20 days to 20 years 
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This exhibition will feature up to 45 works of 
portraiture and still life inspired by the sitters. 
This significant body of work will be bequeathed by 
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The main focus of this exhibition is to 
highlight the role of the Collective as a shelter 
for emerging artists, aligning with Draíocht's 
strategic commitment to support young, early 
career artists. The Shell/Ter Artist Collective 
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Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

Space to Explore | First Floor Gallery
This exhibition will be accompanied by 
a programme of engagement for young 
people in the First Floor Gallery, Curated by 
Sarah Beirne, Children & Youth Arts Officer.

THINKTANK
Project

draiocht_jan-feb-24-brochure.indd   2draiocht_jan-feb-24-brochure.indd   2 04/12/2023   13:3004/12/2023   13:30



 

Thu 04 - Sun 21 Jan
Tickets €25 / €22 conc / 
Sensory show €22
Coolmine Panto Group is 
back this year with a story 
of true love and acceptance 
between two sisters, Princess 
Ella and Princess Hannah. Ella 
has magical powers to freeze 
objects and people, which she 
doesn't know how to control. 
When faced with danger, the 
two discover their hidden 
potential and the powerful bond 
of sisterhood. Join the cast of 
beloved characters including 
Frosty the Snowman and Sfine 
the Reindeer for a show loaded 
with magic, adventure and 
plenty of laughs along the way. 
Freezin’ is sure to thaw even the 
coldest heart! 

Dates & Times:
Thu 04 Jan: 7.30pm
Fri 05 Jan: 7.30pm
Sat 06 Jan: 2pm / 7.30pm
Sun 07 Jan: 1pm / 5.30pm
Thu 11 Jan: 7pm / Sensory Show
Fri 12 Jan: 7.30pm
Sat 13 Jan: 2pm / 7.30pm
Sun 14 Jan: 1pm / 5.30pm
Thu 18 Jan: 7.30pm
Fri 19 Jan: 7.30pm
Sat 20 Jan: 2pm / 7.30pm
Sun 21 Jan: 2pm

Our Sensory Friendly Panto on 
11 January will have lowered 
volume, lights on a low level, 
smaller audience size and the 
ability to make noise and move 
around freely during the show 
if you wish. Full details  
www.draiocht.ie

Thu 25 - Fri 26 Jan, 8pm
Tickets €26 / €24 conc
Jason Byrne - half man, 
half natural disaster. Over the 
course of his accident-prone 
life Jason has been rebuilt from 
the ground up. Bits removed, 
metal pins, new knee, and 
an eye that’s been treated, 
over the years, by the medical 
profession like a game of Pong. 
This culminated last year with 
heart surgery, twice! Join the 
most gifted live comedian on 
the planet as he invites you to 
laugh at his misfortune.

Sat 10 Feb, 8pm
Tickets €20
Join Slí Dhála Comhaltas and 
special guests for a wonderful 
evening of traditional Irish 
music, song and dance, 
featuring local members from 
all corners of the community. 
Craobh Slí Dhála CCÉ, founded 
in early 2016, is now well 
established as a branch of 
Comhaltas Ceolteoiri Éireann 
in the Dublin 15 area of Fingal, 
providing opportunities for local 
musicians of all levels to get 
together and play music.

Sat 20 Jan, 12pm & 1.30pm 
Tickets: Free
Age Range: 4-9 yrs / Dur: 60 mins
We’ll create a still life from the 
objects that you bring along to 
this workshop; your favourite 
toy, your granny’s shoe, a tin 
of beans - who knows what it 
will be! Let’s set it up like the 
masters of old - and the artists 
in our current gallery exhibition 
- and with our viewfinders we 
will look for shapes, lines and 
textures to draw. What will 
you bring? 

Thu 08 Feb, 10am & 12 noon
Tickets €7 adults / €5 children 
Age 6+ / Dur: 60 mins
Using a combination of live music, 
puppetry and animation The 
Land of a Hundred Little Hills is a 
joyful, moving, and action-packed 
musical tale, co-produced by 
Ceol Connected, the National 
Concert Hall and Draíocht. 
Inspired by Patrick Kavanagh’s 
'A Christmas Childhood' poem, 
this is a touching story about a 
young boy who somehow lost 
his wonder for the world. Can his 
childhood book of memories help 
him rediscover it? 

Fri 23 Feb, 8pm
Tickets €20 / €18 conc
Following on from his hugely 
successful plays, ‘The Man in 
the Woman’s Shoes’ and ‘I Hear 
You and Rejoice’, Draíocht 
welcomes back Mikel Murfi, 
with his new one-man show. 
The third play in the series 
reacquaints us with the life 
of small-town cobbler, Pat 
Farnon. Having married Kitsy 
Rainey late in life, Pat finally 
decides to ‘lift the lid’ on a life 
lived by his wife prior to their 
marriage. And all the while Pat 
faces down his own reckoning.

Freezin 
The Panto
PANTO

Jason Byrne
The Ironic Bionic Man
COMEDY

Sat 13 Jan, 12pm & 1.30pm 
Tickets: Free
Age Range: 4-9 yrs / Dur: 60 mins
Looking at the ways that 
artists in our exhibition have 
taken inspiration from and 
experimented with paint in 
their work, we will experiment 
too with squishy lines, funny 
textures and imperfect 
patterns - with paint and 
FOAM. A bit messy, 
but very interesting. 

Tue 30 - Wed 31 Jan, 8pm
Tickets €32 / €30 conc
Go back in time to this magical 
era and never to be repeated time 
in Irish popular music! Joining 
compere Ronan Collins is Red 
Hurley, Gina from the Champions, 
Keith & Lorraine McDonald, 
The Conquerors Showband, 
Eurovision stars Tommy and 
Jimmy Swarbrigg, Shaun O’Dowd 
and Dave Lawlor. The show’s 
exciting finale is an all-cast salute 
to the showband era. 

NEST is a visionary, artistically 
ambitious project that will see 
24 stories inspired by Dublin 15’s 
children & young people, brought 
to life through collaboration with 
24 leading multi-disciplinary artists, 
to produce 24 new contemporary 
works. Led by Artistic Director, 
Veronica Coburn, NEST's 24 new 
works will be performed in homes 
and schools across D15, and as 
part of a festival for children in 
March 2024. 

In February all NEST Hosts and 
Artists will come together for the 
first time in Draíocht. Artists will 
then go into their hosts community 
settings for 3 days before they begin 
creating their newly inspired 
pieces. A newly commissioned 
NEST Exhibition of participant 
children's portraits will open in 
Draíocht's Ground Floor Gallery.
Then in March, all 24 new NEST 
works will be performed for the first 
time in their community settings, 
simultaneously, on 1 March, before 
transferring to Draíocht, as part 
of the Spréacha Soar Festival for 
Children & Young People, 
11-16 March.

NEST Artists: Amy Conroy (lead 
artist), Little John Nee (lead artist), 
Luke Casserly, Choy-Ping Clarke-Ng, 
Terri Jade Donovan, John Doran, 
Farah El Neihum, Kwaku Fortune, 
Eimear Hussey, Esosa Ighodaro, 
Fionntán Larney, Brigid Leahy, 
Paul Mercier, Pippa Moloney, 
Monica Muñoz, Madi O’Carroll, 
Darragh O’Donnell, Jody O’Neill, 
Dafe Orugbo, Matt Szczerek, 
Colin (CN) Smith, Samuel Yakura.

NEST is funded by ART: 2023, a 
Decade of Centenaries Collaboration 
between The Arts Council and the 
Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, 
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

Puffy Paint 
Family Day
FAMILY WORKSHOP

Reeling in the 
Showband Years 
MUSIC

COMING SOON 
NEST 2024

Mon 08 & Fri 19 Jan
10.10am & 11.30am
Tickets €5 per child (1 adult free)
Age Range: 2-4 yrs / Dur: 50 mins
Join us for these messy 
workshops, an open exploration 
of colours, textures, and materials, 
that allow you and your child to 
explore different art mediums 
in an open and undirected way, 
in a relaxed fun environment. 
This is all about the adventures 
of making and not too much 
about what we are making! A fun 
introduction to messy creativity 
for you and your child.

Sat 27 Jan, 8pm
Tickets €35
Mick & Tony will be performing 
all their hits like ‘Bunch of 
Thyme’, ‘Old Flames’, ‘Maggie’, 
‘After All These Years’, ‘We Owe 
It All To You’, ‘Mrs. Brown’s Boys’, 
as well as some of their new 
recordings from their album 
We’ll Meet Again. Previous sell 
out shows prove how popular 
they remain for their fans who 
like to hear them at home and 
see them in a live experience.

Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm
Tickets €7.50 / €6 conc
For the past year, Sandra, a 
German writer, her French 
husband Samuel, and their 
eleven-year-old son Daniel 
have lived a secluded life in 
a remote town in the French 
Alps. When Samuel is found 
dead in the snow below their 
chalet, the police question 
whether he committed suicide 
or was killed. Samuel's death 
is treated as suspicious, 
presumed murder, and Sandra 
becomes the main suspect.

Wed 24 Jan, 8pm
Tickets €24.50

Fri 09 Feb, 8pm
Tickets €18 / €16 conc

Squishy Paint – 
A Fantastic Mess 
TODDLER WORKSHOP

Foster & Allen
We’ll Meet Again 
MUSIC

Anatomy of a Fall 
CINEMA
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Fri 02 Feb, 7.30pm
Tickets €7.50 / €6 conc / €5 u16's
Set in 1967, The Miracle Club 
follows the story of three 
generations of close friends, Lily 
(Maggie Smith), Eileen (Kathy 
Bates), and Dolly (Agnes O'Casey) 
of Ballygar, outside Dublin, who win 
a pilgrimage to the sacred French 
town of Lourdes. Just before their 
trip, their old friend Chrissie (Laura 
Linney) arrives for her mother's 
funeral, then joins the Lourdes trip 
in place of her mother. Old wounds 
are reopened, forcing the women 
to confront their pasts even as they 
travel in search of a miracle.

Thu 22 Feb, 8pm
Tickets €28
Catch the usual, hilarious tall 
tales, razor sharp observations 
and quick-witted improvisation 
for which this Offaly funnyman 
has become well known. 
As seen on the Blame Game, 
the Panel, Countdown, Celebrity 
Mastermind, The Celebrity 
Chase, Beat The Chasers. 
‘You’ll be hard pressed to find 
a more gifted comic’. 
- The Scotsman

The Miracle Club
CINEMA

Neil Delamere –
Neil By Mouth
COMEDY

Surprise Still Life 
Family Day
FAMILY WORKSHOP

The Land of a Hundred 
Little Hills
THEATRE / SCHOOLS

The Mysterious Case 
of Kitsy Rainey
THEATRE

Phelim Drew – 
Tradfest
MUSIC

Nettle Horse 
By Little John Nee
THEATRE

As the (very recognisable) son 
of legendary Dubliner Ronnie 
Drew, actor and musician Phelim 
Drew realises that he has some 
very big shoes to fill. Growing up 
he was in awe of the electricity 
generated by a Dubliners show. 
Ten years after Ronnie’s passing, 
Phelim has returned to his 
musical legacy and the wealth 
of material has reawakened not 
only a sense of pride but also a 
new sense of appreciation. Join 
Phelim as he sings some of the 
songs made famous by his dad.

It's 2035. Hundreds of dispossessed 
families travel west after winning 
a lottery orchestrated by an 
unscrupulous local councillor. 
All roads lead to Gortnapuca where 
gangs of carpenters sleep ten to 
a tent in anticipation of a building 
frenzy. A small boy finds solace 
amidst the chaos by befriending 
a horse in a circus field. Little John 
Nee presents this theatrical odyssey 
weaving storytelling, song and satire, 
inviting the audience into a parallel 
universe to witness the magic of 
their own imaginations.

Slí Dhála CCÉ 
Annual Concert
MUSIC
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smaller audience size and the 
ability to make noise and move 
around freely during the show 
if you wish. Full details  
www.draiocht.ie

Thu 25 - Fri 26 Jan, 8pm
Tickets €26 / €24 conc
Jason Byrne - half man, 
half natural disaster. Over the 
course of his accident-prone 
life Jason has been rebuilt from 
the ground up. Bits removed, 
metal pins, new knee, and 
an eye that’s been treated, 
over the years, by the medical 
profession like a game of Pong. 
This culminated last year with 
heart surgery, twice! Join the 
most gifted live comedian on 
the planet as he invites you to 
laugh at his misfortune.

Sat 10 Feb, 8pm
Tickets €20
Join Slí Dhála Comhaltas and 
special guests for a wonderful 
evening of traditional Irish 
music, song and dance, 
featuring local members from 
all corners of the community. 
Craobh Slí Dhála CCÉ, founded 
in early 2016, is now well 
established as a branch of 
Comhaltas Ceolteoiri Éireann 
in the Dublin 15 area of Fingal, 
providing opportunities for local 
musicians of all levels to get 
together and play music.

Sat 20 Jan, 12pm & 1.30pm 
Tickets: Free
Age Range: 4-9 yrs / Dur: 60 mins
We’ll create a still life from the 
objects that you bring along to 
this workshop; your favourite 
toy, your granny’s shoe, a tin 
of beans - who knows what it 
will be! Let’s set it up like the 
masters of old - and the artists 
in our current gallery exhibition 
- and with our viewfinders we 
will look for shapes, lines and 
textures to draw. What will 
you bring? 

Thu 08 Feb, 10am & 12 noon
Tickets €7 adults / €5 children 
Age 6+ / Dur: 60 mins
Using a combination of live music, 
puppetry and animation The 
Land of a Hundred Little Hills is a 
joyful, moving, and action-packed 
musical tale, co-produced by 
Ceol Connected, the National 
Concert Hall and Draíocht. 
Inspired by Patrick Kavanagh’s 
'A Christmas Childhood' poem, 
this is a touching story about a 
young boy who somehow lost 
his wonder for the world. Can his 
childhood book of memories help 
him rediscover it? 

Fri 23 Feb, 8pm
Tickets €20 / €18 conc
Following on from his hugely 
successful plays, ‘The Man in 
the Woman’s Shoes’ and ‘I Hear 
You and Rejoice’, Draíocht 
welcomes back Mikel Murfi, 
with his new one-man show. 
The third play in the series 
reacquaints us with the life 
of small-town cobbler, Pat 
Farnon. Having married Kitsy 
Rainey late in life, Pat finally 
decides to ‘lift the lid’ on a life 
lived by his wife prior to their 
marriage. And all the while Pat 
faces down his own reckoning.

Freezin 
The Panto
PANTO

Jason Byrne
The Ironic Bionic Man
COMEDY

Sat 13 Jan, 12pm & 1.30pm 
Tickets: Free
Age Range: 4-9 yrs / Dur: 60 mins
Looking at the ways that 
artists in our exhibition have 
taken inspiration from and 
experimented with paint in 
their work, we will experiment 
too with squishy lines, funny 
textures and imperfect 
patterns - with paint and 
FOAM. A bit messy, 
but very interesting. 

Tue 30 - Wed 31 Jan, 8pm
Tickets €32 / €30 conc
Go back in time to this magical 
era and never to be repeated time 
in Irish popular music! Joining 
compere Ronan Collins is Red 
Hurley, Gina from the Champions, 
Keith & Lorraine McDonald, 
The Conquerors Showband, 
Eurovision stars Tommy and 
Jimmy Swarbrigg, Shaun O’Dowd 
and Dave Lawlor. The show’s 
exciting finale is an all-cast salute 
to the showband era. 

NEST is a visionary, artistically 
ambitious project that will see 
24 stories inspired by Dublin 15’s 
children & young people, brought 
to life through collaboration with 
24 leading multi-disciplinary artists, 
to produce 24 new contemporary 
works. Led by Artistic Director, 
Veronica Coburn, NEST's 24 new 
works will be performed in homes 
and schools across D15, and as 
part of a festival for children in 
March 2024. 

In February all NEST Hosts and 
Artists will come together for the 
first time in Draíocht. Artists will 
then go into their hosts community 
settings for 3 days before they begin 
creating their newly inspired 
pieces. A newly commissioned 
NEST Exhibition of participant 
children's portraits will open in 
Draíocht's Ground Floor Gallery.
Then in March, all 24 new NEST 
works will be performed for the first 
time in their community settings, 
simultaneously, on 1 March, before 
transferring to Draíocht, as part 
of the Spréacha Soar Festival for 
Children & Young People, 
11-16 March.

NEST Artists: Amy Conroy (lead 
artist), Little John Nee (lead artist), 
Luke Casserly, Choy-Ping Clarke-Ng, 
Terri Jade Donovan, John Doran, 
Farah El Neihum, Kwaku Fortune, 
Eimear Hussey, Esosa Ighodaro, 
Fionntán Larney, Brigid Leahy, 
Paul Mercier, Pippa Moloney, 
Monica Muñoz, Madi O’Carroll, 
Darragh O’Donnell, Jody O’Neill, 
Dafe Orugbo, Matt Szczerek, 
Colin (CN) Smith, Samuel Yakura.

NEST is funded by ART: 2023, a 
Decade of Centenaries Collaboration 
between The Arts Council and the 
Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, 
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

Puffy Paint 
Family Day
FAMILY WORKSHOP

Reeling in the 
Showband Years 
MUSIC

COMING SOON 
NEST 2024

Mon 08 & Fri 19 Jan
10.10am & 11.30am
Tickets €5 per child (1 adult free)
Age Range: 2-4 yrs / Dur: 50 mins
Join us for these messy 
workshops, an open exploration 
of colours, textures, and materials, 
that allow you and your child to 
explore different art mediums 
in an open and undirected way, 
in a relaxed fun environment. 
This is all about the adventures 
of making and not too much 
about what we are making! A fun 
introduction to messy creativity 
for you and your child.

Sat 27 Jan, 8pm
Tickets €35
Mick & Tony will be performing 
all their hits like ‘Bunch of 
Thyme’, ‘Old Flames’, ‘Maggie’, 
‘After All These Years’, ‘We Owe 
It All To You’, ‘Mrs. Brown’s Boys’, 
as well as some of their new 
recordings from their album 
We’ll Meet Again. Previous sell 
out shows prove how popular 
they remain for their fans who 
like to hear them at home and 
see them in a live experience.

Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm
Tickets €7.50 / €6 conc
For the past year, Sandra, a 
German writer, her French 
husband Samuel, and their 
eleven-year-old son Daniel 
have lived a secluded life in 
a remote town in the French 
Alps. When Samuel is found 
dead in the snow below their 
chalet, the police question 
whether he committed suicide 
or was killed. Samuel's death 
is treated as suspicious, 
presumed murder, and Sandra 
becomes the main suspect.

Wed 24 Jan, 8pm
Tickets €24.50

Fri 09 Feb, 8pm
Tickets €18 / €16 conc

Squishy Paint – 
A Fantastic Mess 
TODDLER WORKSHOP

Foster & Allen
We’ll Meet Again 
MUSIC

Anatomy of a Fall 
CINEMA
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Fri 02 Feb, 7.30pm
Tickets €7.50 / €6 conc / €5 u16's
Set in 1967, The Miracle Club 
follows the story of three 
generations of close friends, Lily 
(Maggie Smith), Eileen (Kathy 
Bates), and Dolly (Agnes O'Casey) 
of Ballygar, outside Dublin, who win 
a pilgrimage to the sacred French 
town of Lourdes. Just before their 
trip, their old friend Chrissie (Laura 
Linney) arrives for her mother's 
funeral, then joins the Lourdes trip 
in place of her mother. Old wounds 
are reopened, forcing the women 
to confront their pasts even as they 
travel in search of a miracle.

Thu 22 Feb, 8pm
Tickets €28
Catch the usual, hilarious tall 
tales, razor sharp observations 
and quick-witted improvisation 
for which this Offaly funnyman 
has become well known. 
As seen on the Blame Game, 
the Panel, Countdown, Celebrity 
Mastermind, The Celebrity 
Chase, Beat The Chasers. 
‘You’ll be hard pressed to find 
a more gifted comic’. 
- The Scotsman

The Miracle Club
CINEMA

Neil Delamere –
Neil By Mouth
COMEDY

Surprise Still Life 
Family Day
FAMILY WORKSHOP

The Land of a Hundred 
Little Hills
THEATRE / SCHOOLS

The Mysterious Case 
of Kitsy Rainey
THEATRE

Phelim Drew – 
Tradfest
MUSIC

Nettle Horse 
By Little John Nee
THEATRE

As the (very recognisable) son 
of legendary Dubliner Ronnie 
Drew, actor and musician Phelim 
Drew realises that he has some 
very big shoes to fill. Growing up 
he was in awe of the electricity 
generated by a Dubliners show. 
Ten years after Ronnie’s passing, 
Phelim has returned to his 
musical legacy and the wealth 
of material has reawakened not 
only a sense of pride but also a 
new sense of appreciation. Join 
Phelim as he sings some of the 
songs made famous by his dad.

It's 2035. Hundreds of dispossessed 
families travel west after winning 
a lottery orchestrated by an 
unscrupulous local councillor. 
All roads lead to Gortnapuca where 
gangs of carpenters sleep ten to 
a tent in anticipation of a building 
frenzy. A small boy finds solace 
amidst the chaos by befriending 
a horse in a circus field. Little John 
Nee presents this theatrical odyssey 
weaving storytelling, song and satire, 
inviting the audience into a parallel 
universe to witness the magic of 
their own imaginations.

Slí Dhála CCÉ 
Annual Concert
MUSIC
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Draíocht, The Blanchardstown 
Centre, Blanchardstown, 
Dublin 15  
D15 RYX6  

Box Office: 01-885 2622    
Email: boxoffice@draiocht.ie 

NEST – 24 New Shows in D15 Community 

Spréacha Soar Festival for Children 
& Young People

The Legends of American Country Show

Emma Doran – Dilemma

Tom Cole

Pat & Faye Shortt – Knuckle Down

The Music of the Drifters 

The Toddler Take Over

Declan Nerney in Concert

Jarlath Regan

Vixen by Helen Casey

David O’Doherty – Tiny Piano Man

The Bob Dylan Roadshow

Susan McCann

The Summer Country Show

01 Mar

11-16 Mar

21 Mar

22 Mar

28 Mar

05 Apr

20 Apr

01-02 May

07 May

09-10 May

11 May

30 May

31 May

06 Jun

24 Jun

Booking Information
Draíocht accepts bookings in 
person, by phone & online.
Box Office Tel 01-885 2622 

Box Office Opening Hours - 
Monday to Saturday, 
10am – 6pm
Or 24hrs online at 
www.draiocht.ie

A booking fee of €1 per ticket 
applies online.

Location
Draíocht is located in West 
Dublin in Blanchardstown, 
Dublin 15, and is part of the 
Blanchardstown Shopping 
Centre complex.

Full details on
www.draiocht.ie/your-visit

Find Us Online

Draíocht's resident Café is Koffee & Kale

Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm & later on performance nights.

Draíocht's Theatre Bar serves a range of soft drinks and teas & coffees, 
half an hour before showtime and during the interval.

WHAT’S ON
JAN-FEB 2024 

Space for the Arts – Space for Magic – Space for You
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Tue 09 - Thu 18 Jan, Various Times
Tickets €45 per class 
Age: 3rd-6th class / Dur: 75 mins
After a facilitated exploration of 
the gallery exhibition, featured 
artist Geraldine O’Neill will lead 
a workshop introducing still 
life painting skills. The process 
of painting encourages not 
only thoughts and ideas, but 
experimenting with colours, 
shapes, lines and textures in 
new ways. Max of 30 pupils 
per class. Booking is essential 
through Draíocht’s Box Office 
on 01-885 2622.

Tue 09 - Thu 18 Jan, Various Times
Tickets €45 per class
Age: Secondary Cycle / Dur: 90 mins
After a facilitated exploration of 
the gallery exhibition, featured 
artist Allyson Keehan invites your 
students to explore the themes 
of painting and creating and will 
guide you on a journey exploring 
traditional and non-traditional 
image creation techniques. 
Max of 30 students per class. 
Booking is essential through 
Draíocht’s Box Office on 
01-885 2622.

Exploring Still Life 
Painting

Exploring Light 
and Shade

Thu 01 Feb, 11am-1pm
Tickets: Free
Age: Secondary Cycle
Presented by Eclipse Pictures 
in association with the National 
Talent Academy for Film & TV, 
and Screen Ireland, enjoy this 
curated programme of Irish 
short films for Secondary Cycle 
students and  youth groups. 
The screening will be followed by 
a Q&A with film makers offering 
an insight into the world of 
filmmaking, creativity, and will 
showcase opportunities available 
to younger people to work in the 
Irish film industry.

Eclipse Insights 

Invitation to Participate  
D15 Primary School Classes 
with Opinions
Throughout 2024 we will begin 
our THINKTANK Project. We 
aim to go into every school in 
Dublin 15 and ask pupils about 
what they think about us and 
why. What do they think an 
arts centre is for. This will take 
the form of a fun 60 minute 
theatre craft-based workshop 
with Eimear Morrissey. If you 
teach a class group from 1st 
class upwards, who you think 
have opinions, get in touch with 
sarah@draiocht.ie and we will 
come and hear them out!

Invitation to Participate
Dancer Matt Szczerek begins 
his Dance Residency in 
Draíocht in February, working 
collaboratively with  dancer/
circus artist, Alessio Motta and 
composer Jack Foster. We 
invite Dublin 15 class groups, 
with children aged 6-9 years, to 
work collaboratively with Matt, 
and to be part of the process 
of devising a brand new dance 
work. If your class has a special 
interest in dance, monsters, 
prop-making or composing 
music, please get in touch with 
sarah@draiocht.ie to express 
your interest in taking part.

The ladder is 
always there

Shell/Ter Artist Collective (S/TAC) 
with 10 Emerging Artists
Curated by the S/TAC Collective
Fri 08 Dec 2023 - Sat 03 Feb 2024
Ground and First Floor Galleries

NEST Portrait Project

Zsolt Basti, Sahoko Blake, Una Sealy 
& Dorothy Smith 
Curated by Sharon Murphy
Sat 17 Feb – Sat 13 Apr 2024
Ground Floor Gallery Draíocht is expanding the walls 

of our gallery right onto the 
walls of Dublin 15 schools, with 
our new Art Sharing Programme 
YOUR WALLS using work 
from our Collection. Draíocht 
is collaborating with CURO, a 
group of philosophers who use 
the Philosophy for Children 
(P4C) method, with workshops 
for teachers and pupils 
provided by Dr. Lucy Elvis and 
Dr Annie McKeown O’Donovan. 
This programme commenced 
in Scoil Mhurie Senior National 
School, Blakestown and is open 
to schools from within the 
Dublin 15 area.

YOUR WALLS
Art Sharing Project

‘Monsters’ Dance 
Residency

Shell/Ter Artist Collective (S/TAC): Diana 
Copperwhite, Allyson Keehan, Niamh McGuinne, 
Sharon Murphy, Geraldine O’Neill in association 
with ten emerging artists: Maya Brezing, Matthew 
Coll, Karen Ebbs, Spencer Glover, Ami Jackson, 
Mary Martin, Fiach McGuinne, Sorcha McNamara, 
Eileen Leonard Sealy and Catherine Ward. 
This exhibition presents new works in drawing, 
painting and expanded forms across a range 
of media, which take inspiration from, or, are 
embedded in, painting. 

Draíocht presents a new series of specially 
commissioned paintings and drawings from four 
of Ireland’s leading artists on the occasion of NEST, 
Draíocht's major multidisciplinary festival of new 
works in performance and visual art. NEST maps 
the ‘here and now’ through the eyes of children 
and young people, aged 20 days to 20 years 
in Dublin 15. 

This exhibition will feature up to 45 works of 
portraiture and still life inspired by the sitters. 
This significant body of work will be bequeathed by 
Draíocht to Fingal County Council's Art Collection.

The main focus of this exhibition is to 
highlight the role of the Collective as a shelter 
for emerging artists, aligning with Draíocht's 
strategic commitment to support young, early 
career artists. The Shell/Ter Artist Collective 
explores the concept of shelter from 
emotional, psychological and philosophical 
perspectives and seeks to provide a dynamic 
space for artists whose work resonates with 
or delves into the theme of shelter.

NEST is funded by ART: 2023, a Decade of 
Centenaries Collaboration between The Arts 
Council and the Department of Tourism, 
Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

Space to Explore | First Floor Gallery
This exhibition will be accompanied by 
a programme of engagement for young 
people in the First Floor Gallery, Curated by 
Sarah Beirne, Children & Youth Arts Officer.

THINKTANK
Project
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