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Draíocht, The Blanchardstown 
Centre, Blanchardstown, 
Dublin 15  
D15 RYX6  

Box Office: 01-885 2622    
Email: boxoffice@draiocht.ie  

05 May

06 May

10-11 May 

20 May             

09 Jun

10 Jun

28 Jun
                

15 Sep

The Paddy Lama Shed Talks  
€22

The Illegals & Niamh Kavanagh
€22 / €20

The Toddler Take Over

The Classic Beatles
€25 / €23 

Declan Nerney in Concert 
€25

From a Low & Quiet Sea
€18 / €16 

Making Art: Sculpting

Chris Kent – Back at It
€20 / €18

Booking Information
Draíocht accepts bookings in 
person, by phone & online.
Box Office Tel 01-885 2622 

Box Office Opening Hours - 
Monday to Saturday, 
10am – 6pm
Or 24hrs online at 
www.draiocht.ie

A booking fee of €1 per ticket 
applies online.

Location
Draíocht is located in West 
Dublin in Blanchardstown, 
Dublin 15, and is part of the 
Blanchardstown Shopping 
Centre complex.

Full details on
www.draiocht.ie/your-visit

Find Us Online

Take your seat
All of us theatre, dance and music lovers are familiar with that cry! 
 
For €300, your company or club can name a seat in our lovely Main 
Auditorium and be assured of a place in the history of Draíocht 
forever. A plaque will be engraved with the name or dedication of 
your choice and mounted on the seat. 
Remember, a seat is for life, not just for Christmas! And you can 
come and visit it often. Your donation will help us continue our good 
work and support the magic! Flexible payment methods available. 
 
If you'd like to Take a Seat please contact the marketing department 
on 01-809 8024 or email marketing@draiocht.ie.  
Help us Make our Magic!

WHAT’S ON
MAR-APR 2023 

Space for the Arts – Space for Magic – Space for You
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Mon 13 - Wed 15 Mar
In a purpose-designed 
beautifully atmospheric 
tent, GROOVE is a chilled 
out 70’s inspired happening 
for audiences of children 
and young people with 
complex needs. It is full of 
blissful harmony singing and 
soothing immersive video art. 
Presented by Anna Newell 
Theatre Adventures in 
association with the Network 
For Extraordinary Audiences.

Wed 15 Mar – Sat 29 Apr 
First Floor Gallery 
This exhibition of wood-print 
and photographic works was 
created by young people 
exploring their ideas of identity 
and it's relation to the world 
around them. The group of 
young artists, from two Dublin 
15 Community groups, worked 
together with artist Andrew 
Carson to develop skills in 
composition, image making and 
digital manipulation to express 
their ideas and tell their stories, 
in what was for them, a new and 
interesting way. 

GROOVE - Draíocht in 
the Community 

MY SPACE, MY PLACE 
Youth Arts Exhibition 

Wed 26 & Thu 27 Apr  
10am-11.30am & 12.15pm-1.45pm 
Age Range: 3rd - 6th Class Pupils 
Cost per class: €45
Supporting the 'See and 
Respond' element of the 
primary curriculum, we will 
explore Pushing into space, 
Ellen Duffy’s mixed media 
exhibition together, before 
taking part in a hands-on 
workshop, where pupils will 
utilize fun techniques to explore 
the creation of 3D shapes, 
that will open up ideas of 
experimenting with colours, 
lines and textures in new ways.

3D Super Shapes  
Primary School Workshops 

Visit Draíocht’s exhibitions 
and take a peek at our theatre 
spaces and backstage - maybe 
even sing a song on our stage. 
These tours will allow young 
people to explore the building 
and encourage them to voice 
their opinion about the art in 
our gallery and introduce them 
to the idea of a civic space 
and what that means for our 
community. Tours will take 
approx. 50 mins, are free 
and are subject to availability. 
Please contact 
sarah@draiocht.ie or 
01-8098029.

Backstage 
School Tours 

10-11 May 2023
Join Us for Draíocht’s 8th Toddler 
Take Over Adventure in May! 
Together with our artists, you can 
celebrate the limitless imagination 
of the youngest members of our 
community and the magic that 
happens when it is combined with 
the world of creative adventure. 
With a combination of book-in 
and free drop-in events, and the 
addition of a Sensory Toddler Day, 
let your toddler take the lead. 
Email 'TTO Reminder' to 
marketing@draiocht.ie for 
updates. Booking opens on 
Tue 04 April.

The Toddler 
Take Over

Pushing into space is the first solo show 
by Ellen Duffy, Draíocht’s resident artist 
2022/2023, commissioned by Draíocht and 
curated by Sharon Murphy.

Duffy works across sculptural assemblage, 
expanded painting, mixed media collage 
and drawing. Her process is playful and 
seeks the building of dialogue between 
the objects/materials used in her work. She 
builds on gestural mark-making and the 
integration of recurring forms that appear 
across her artistic practice taken from 
found forms of her everyday.  

Using site responsive installations, works 
on paper and sculpture to build networks 
that call to the interconnections between 
the viewer, the space, the work and the 
artist. Duffy’s process-led engagement 
is haptically driven by an interest in 
materiality, form and colour. 

Ellen Duffy - Pushing into space   
Curated by Sharon Murphy
Wed 01 Mar — Sat 29 Apr 2023 
Ground Floor Gallery

Draíocht’s Galleries provide 
an excellent opportunity for 
Leaving Cert students to 
engage with a local gallery and 
professional artists, while also 
affording them the opportunity 
to make notes, sketches and 
diagrams. This Season we 
have tours available for our 
exhibitions facilitated by artist 
Bridget Flannery. Cost: €2 
per student. Dur. 90 mins. All 
materials provided. Max 30 per 
class. Booking through Sarah on 
01-809 8029 or email 
sarah@draiocht.ie

Leaving Cert Art 
Appreciation 

For this new body of work, Duffy has 
adopted and retranslated found and 
sourced materials during her year long 
residency at Draíocht to build a new 
abstract, playful language for a site 
specific exhibition in Draíocht's Ground 
Floor Gallery. Duffy calls attention to the 
potential within these seemingly random 
materials by pulling them from their 
everyday contexts. Provisionally assembled 
the installation draws on the connectivity 
of things. Essential components, fragments 
of the wider network are together and lifted 
up by one another. Forms are constricted, 
layered, shaped and misshaped, contorted 
and compressed and ultimately are carriers 
of expression through form and colour for 
viewers to interpret for themselves. 

Ellen Duffy is an award winning visual artist 
based in Dublin 15. She graduated from 
TU Dublin in 2019 with a first class honours 
BA in fine art. She was selected for the RDS 
visual arts graduate awards for its annual 
exhibition curated by Janet Mullarney and 
won the RHA residency award 2020. 
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soothing immersive video art. 
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Supporting the 'See and 
Respond' element of the 
primary curriculum, we will 
explore Pushing into space, 
Ellen Duffy’s mixed media 
exhibition together, before 
taking part in a hands-on 
workshop, where pupils will 
utilize fun techniques to explore 
the creation of 3D shapes, 
that will open up ideas of 
experimenting with colours, 
lines and textures in new ways.

3D Super Shapes  
Primary School Workshops 

Visit Draíocht’s exhibitions 
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spaces and backstage - maybe 
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people to explore the building 
and encourage them to voice 
their opinion about the art in 
our gallery and introduce them 
to the idea of a civic space 
and what that means for our 
community. Tours will take 
approx. 50 mins, are free 
and are subject to availability. 
Please contact 
sarah@draiocht.ie or 
01-8098029.

Backstage 
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Join Us for Draíocht’s 8th Toddler 
Take Over Adventure in May! 
Together with our artists, you can 
celebrate the limitless imagination 
of the youngest members of our 
community and the magic that 
happens when it is combined with 
the world of creative adventure. 
With a combination of book-in 
and free drop-in events, and the 
addition of a Sensory Toddler Day, 
let your toddler take the lead. 
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updates. Booking opens on 
Tue 04 April.
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Take Over

Pushing into space is the first solo show 
by Ellen Duffy, Draíocht’s resident artist 
2022/2023, commissioned by Draíocht and 
curated by Sharon Murphy.

Duffy works across sculptural assemblage, 
expanded painting, mixed media collage 
and drawing. Her process is playful and 
seeks the building of dialogue between 
the objects/materials used in her work. She 
builds on gestural mark-making and the 
integration of recurring forms that appear 
across her artistic practice taken from 
found forms of her everyday.  

Using site responsive installations, works 
on paper and sculpture to build networks 
that call to the interconnections between 
the viewer, the space, the work and the 
artist. Duffy’s process-led engagement 
is haptically driven by an interest in 
materiality, form and colour. 
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an excellent opportunity for 
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affording them the opportunity 
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of expression through form and colour for 
viewers to interpret for themselves. 
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based in Dublin 15. She graduated from 
TU Dublin in 2019 with a first class honours 
BA in fine art. She was selected for the RDS 
visual arts graduate awards for its annual 
exhibition curated by Janet Mullarney and 
won the RHA residency award 2020. 



 

Fri 14 - Sat 15 Apr, 8pm
Tickets €22
Join Coolmine Musical Society 
for an evening of musical magic, 
which will have you clapping, 
tapping and singing along 
the whole night through. We 
will bring you some musical 
gems and some newer musical 
nuggets too. From curtain up 
to closing note, we as always 
will celebrate musicals and 
entertain you!

Thu 02 Mar, 8pm
Tickets €20 / €18 conc
Join the voice of Sunshine 106.8 
Radio, Tom Cole Jr, accompanied 
by the Shane O’Connor Quartet 
for a journey down memory lane 
as they celebrate the songs, 
music and singers from the 
golden age of swing, big band 
and the great American song 
book. Featuring timeless songs 
and music of crooners such as 
Frank Sinatra, Louis Armstrong, 
Dean Martin, Nat King Cole, 
Bing Crosby, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Tony Bennett and more.

Sat 11 Mar, 3pm
Tickets €5
Sensory Friendly Screening
Long before he becomes the 
master of evil, Gru is just a 12-year-
old boy in 1970s suburbia, plotting 
to take over the world from his 
basement. When Gru crosses 
paths with the Minions, this 
unexpected family joins forces, and 
together they build their first lair. 
Our Sensory Friendly Screening 
will have lowered volume, lights on 
a low level, smaller audience size 
and the ability to make noise and 
move around freely during the film 
if you wish.

Sat 25 Mar, 12pm / 1pm / 2pm
Tickets Free / Book in Advance 
Ages 4-9 yrs / Dur: 50 mins
Working together with your child 
and our artists, explore Ellen 
Duffy's mixed media exhibition 
and be inspired by the sculptures 
around us in the gallery space. 
Enjoy working with your hands 
and using different textures and 
colours to create new patterns 
and forms through simple 
weaving techniques, that have 
been used the world over for the 
last 12,000 years!

Tom Cole Jr - Songs 
that Shaped the World
MUSIC

Thu 09 Mar, 8pm
Tickets €30
Musical icon Sharon Shannon 
has recorded and toured 
with a who’s who of the Irish 
and Global Music Industry, 
including The Waterboys, John 
Prine, Steve Earle, Jackson 
Browne, The Chieftains, Shane 
McGowan, Willie Nelson, 
Nigel Kennedy, Kirsty MacColl, 
Bono, Adam Clayton, Sinéad 
O’Connor, Imelda May and 
more - a list that is testament 
to Sharon’s versatility as 
well as talent. 

Wed 22 – Fri 24 Mar, 7.30pm 
Sat 25 Mar, 2pm & 7.30pm
Tickets €20 / €13 conc
Join the award winning troop 
from St Mochta's National School 
Clonsilla as they take to the 
stage with this delightful, funny 
and heart-warming musical, an 
adaptation of the Hans Christian 
Anderson fairytale, The Ugly 
Duckling. Set in the countryside, 
we meet Ugly, a cygnet who is 
mistaken as an ugly duckling. 
Rejected by everyone, Ugly 
befriends a starving and sly 
tomcat, and his adventures begin!

Thu 30 Mar, 8pm 
Tickets €25 
Showcasing highly acclaimed 
tributes to Dolly Parton, Johnny 
Cash, Don Williams, Patsy Cline 
and Kenny Rogers and new 
tributes to icons Hank Williams, 
Charley Pride, Glen Campbell, 
Tammy Wynette, John Denver 
and Jim Reeves with countless 
other well-known hit songs, this is 
a must see musical extravaganza, 
that will transport you all the way 
hand clapping and toe tapping to 
Nashville and back in one night.

Sharon Shannon 
& Guests
MUSIC

HONK! The Musical 
MUSICAL THEATRE

Sat 04 Mar, 2pm & 7.30pm  
Tickets €20 / €16 conc
Join Power Drama School 
for a fantastic adventure as 
our heroes go on an exciting 
journey, meeting lots of 
interesting characters on their 
way. Will they be able to win the 
heart of Truly and make all their 
dreams come true? You'll have 
to find out. Featuring music from 
a variety of favourite musicals, 
spectacular choreography, 
beautiful singing, charismatic 
characters and lots of charm. 

Wed 15 Mar, 10am & 12.30pm
Tickets: €5 students, 
teachers free 
Language: Irish & English
Cáit (Catherine Clinch), a 
nine-year-old girl from an 
overcrowded, dysfunctional 
family, is sent away to live with 
her mother’s relatives for the 
summer. She is welcomed with 
open arms by Eibhlín (Carrie 
Crowley), but her husband 
(Andrew Bennett) keeps Cáit at 
arm's length. Slowly, but surely 
a warmth grows within this 
makeshift family. Presented in 
association with IFI Education.

Tue 28 Mar, 10.15am & 12.15pm
Tickets €7 adults / €5 children / 
teachers free 
Theodor is a detective who found 
Timbuktu and a two headed llama 
that lives in Peru. Now Theo's hot on 
the trail of the famous teddy bears’ 
picnic. Come join us and together 
we’ll try our best to help Theo 
on this cuddly quest. The Teddy 
Bears’ Picnic is a theatrical treat for 
children aged 5+ and everyone else 
is welcome too. Especially Teddy 
bears! Theatre Lovett present The 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic by Louis Lovett. 
Funded by ACI, Supported by 
Riverbank Arts Centre.

Truly, Dreams 
Come True 
MUSICAL THEATRE
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Sat 01 Apr, 8pm
Tickets €20 / €18 conc
Michael Scott’s iconic 
production of John B. Keane's 
hilarious dramatic comedy 
The Matchmaker, stars Norma 
Sheahan and Jon Kenny, who 
together play a myriad of 
characters in this hilarious and 
earthy dramatic comedy, that 
follows the efforts of matchmaker 
Dicky Mick Dicky O Connor. 
Keane delves into the longings of 
this collection of lonely country 
people to create a marvelously 
colourful world.

The Matchmaker
THEATRE

Tue 04 Apr, 8pm
Tickets €20
Laugh, sing along and maybe 
even shed a tear with the 
18 strong Percy French 
Troubadours, who invite you to 
join with them for this evening 
of songs, poems and sketches 
by Percy French. Featuring 
all-time favourites ‘Are ye right 
there Michael?’, ‘The Darling 
Girl from Clare’, ‘To The West’, 
‘The Four Farrellys’ and ‘Abdul 
Abulbul Amir’ (Percy’s first 
successful song), this night is in 
aid of CASA.

The Songs and Poems 
of Percy French
MUSIC

Wed 05 Apr, 12pm / 1pm / 2pm
Tickets Free / Book in Advance 
Ages: all ages / Dur: 40 mins   
During the Easter Holidays 
join this interactive storytelling 
session where we need 
everyone’s help to create 
some crazy characters who 
will have to get through who-
knows-what kinda’ adventure, 
in who-knows-where to save 
a what-is-it? Who knows- we 
think you do! Come and help 
us tell this crazy and fun story! 

Crazy Characters 
Storytelling Family Day
FAMILY EVENT

Thu 06 Apr, 7.30pm
Tickets €7.50 / €6 conc
North Circular is a documentary 
musical that travels the length 
of Dublin’s North Circular Road, 
from the Phoenix Park to Dublin 
Port, exploring the history, music 
and streetscapes of a street that 
links some of the country’s most 
beloved and infamous places. 
The film includes musical 
performances from artists local 
to the North Circular, including 
John Francis Flynn, Séan Ó Túama, 
Eoghan O’Ceannabháin, Ian Lynch 
& Gemma Dunleavy. Directed & 
Written by Luke McManus.

Tue 11 Apr, 10.20am & 11.30am
Tickets €5 Per Child (1 adult free) 
For Toddlers 2-4 yrs / Dur: 50 mins
An exciting, interactive dance 
and music session led by dance 
artist Jess Rowell and musician 
Alessandro Zangrando, that 
introduces your child and their 
adult to a range of tempos, 
movements and sounds in a fun 
and explorative way.   

Wed 12 Apr, 12pm / 1pm / 2pm
Tickets Free / Book in Advance 
Ages: all ages / Dur: 50 mins
Draw big and free 
on our large sheets 
of beautiful fabriano paper, 
set out on our gallery floor. 
Beginning with a few shapes 
and markings, created 
specially by our artists to get 
you doodling, we will draw 
and doodle together with 
crayons, pencils and rubbers 
and just enjoy the fun of 
mark making.

North Circular
CINEMA

Exploring Music 
& Movement
FAMILY EVENT

Fri 10 Mar, 7.30pm
Tickets €7.50 / €6 conc
Director Kathryn Ferguson 
elegantly examines 
contemporary Irish history 
through the prism of the 
extraordinary early career and life 
of Sinéad O’Connor. Focusing 
on the years 1987-1993, the film 
looks at her troubled upbringing, 
her first steps into music, the 
meteoric rise she enjoyed after 
the release of her legendary 
single Nothing Compares 2U, 
and the very public protests that 
put her in the crosshairs of a 
cruel tabloid media. 

Nothing Compares
CINEMA

Wonderful Weaving 
Family Day
FAMILY EVENT

The Teddy Bears Picnic
PRIMARY SCHOOLS

Fri 21 Apr, 7.30pm
Tickets €7.50 / €6 conc
Twenty years after their last 
holiday at a fading vacation 
resort, Sophie reflects on the 
rare time spent with her loving 
and idealistic father Calum. 
As the world of adolescence 
creeps into Sophie's view, Calum 
struggles under the weight of life 
outside of fatherhood. Sophie's 
recollections become a powerful 
and heartrending portrait of 
their relationship, as she tries to 
reconcile the father she knew 
with the man she didn't. 

Sat 29 - Sun 30 Apr, 2pm & 7pm
Tickets €21
The award winning Cecilian 
Theatre Arts are back 
with a variety spectacular 
extravaganza show! Students 
and guests will bring you song, 
dance and comedy. To include 
Musical Theatre Hits from; 
Mamma Mia, The Lion King, 
Matilda The Musical, All Shook 
Up, The Addams Family, The 
Little Mermaid, The Greatest 
Showman, Waitress, Harry 
Potter, Hamilton, to name a few. 
Directors/Producers: Jennifer 
O'Dowd & Rosalind O'Dowd.

Aftersun
CINEMA

It's All That!
MUSICAL THEATRE

Thu 20 Apr, 8pm
Tickets €16 / €14 conc
Set in a sleepy town in Sligo, 
Grace O'Malley - the Warrior 
Queen is reincarnated as a coffee 
horsebox entrepreneur, high on 
debt and low on self-esteem. 
When a blast from her past, 
wrestling rival Ruby Stephens, 
arrives in town decades after 
making it big, Grace contends to 
win back her title which she lost 
at the U18’s Community Games 
in ’94. Some dreams just can’t be 
stomped on! Directed by 
Seamus O'Rourke. 

GomBean by Niamh 
McGrath
THEATRE

Curtain Up
MUSIC

Sat 22 Apr, 8pm
Tickets €25
Don Baker has had an amazing 
career. Harmonica player, singer-
songwriter and actor he has 
headlined with Tom Jones and 
Van Morrison, acted opposite 
Daniel Day-Lewis in the Oscar 
Nominated ‘In the Name of the 
Father’ and been declared by 
Bono as ‘The greatest harmonica 
player in the World!’. In 2022 Don 
celebrated both the release of his 
first ever collection of harmonica 
instrumentals, recorded over 
the last 40 years, and a TG4 
documentary of his life story. 

Don Baker
MUSIC

Tue 21 Mar, 10.20am & 11.30am
Tickets €5 Per Child (1 adult free)
For Toddlers 2-4 yrs / Dur: 50 mins
An exciting, interactive dance 
and music session led by dance 
artist Jess Rowell and musician 
Alessandro Zangrando, that 
introduces your child and their 
adult to a range of tempos, 
movements and sounds in a 
fun and explorative way. 

Exploring Music 
& Movement 
FAMILY EVENT

Sat 22 Apr, 11am & 1.30pm 
Tickets €5 / Book in Advance 
Age: 8-13 yrs
Try out your drawing and 
animation skills with this 
Flipbook Animation Workshop 
with Joseph Orr. Learn how to 
use the basic principles of hand 
drawn animation to make your 
own creations come to life. With 
live demonstrations, easy-to-
follow drawing guides and 
practical hands-on creativity 
you will take home your very 
own flipbook.

Flipbook Animation 
Workshop
FAMILY EVENT

Minions: The Rise 
of Gru
CINEMA

An Cailín Ciúin
SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

Drawing Shapes 
Family Day
FAMILY EVENT

Thu 30 Mar - 12.30pm / 2pm / 3pm 
Fri 31 Mar & Sat 01 Apr - 11am / 
12pm / 2pm
Tickets €10 per baby 
(1 accompanying adult free)
A chilled out 70’s-inspired 
adventure for babies under 
12 months, full of gorgeous 
harmony singing and immersive 
video, created by Anna Newell 
Theatre Adventures, one of 
Ireland’s leading theatre-makers 
for young audiences whose 
work for early years has been 
seen on six continents. 
Duration 20 mins + playtime. 
Age guideline: 0-12 months.

babyGROOVE 
FAMILY

The Legends of American 
Country Show
MUSIC
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nuggets too. From curtain up 
to closing note, we as always 
will celebrate musicals and 
entertain you!

Thu 02 Mar, 8pm
Tickets €20 / €18 conc
Join the voice of Sunshine 106.8 
Radio, Tom Cole Jr, accompanied 
by the Shane O’Connor Quartet 
for a journey down memory lane 
as they celebrate the songs, 
music and singers from the 
golden age of swing, big band 
and the great American song 
book. Featuring timeless songs 
and music of crooners such as 
Frank Sinatra, Louis Armstrong, 
Dean Martin, Nat King Cole, 
Bing Crosby, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Tony Bennett and more.

Sat 11 Mar, 3pm
Tickets €5
Sensory Friendly Screening
Long before he becomes the 
master of evil, Gru is just a 12-year-
old boy in 1970s suburbia, plotting 
to take over the world from his 
basement. When Gru crosses 
paths with the Minions, this 
unexpected family joins forces, and 
together they build their first lair. 
Our Sensory Friendly Screening 
will have lowered volume, lights on 
a low level, smaller audience size 
and the ability to make noise and 
move around freely during the film 
if you wish.

Sat 25 Mar, 12pm / 1pm / 2pm
Tickets Free / Book in Advance 
Ages 4-9 yrs / Dur: 50 mins
Working together with your child 
and our artists, explore Ellen 
Duffy's mixed media exhibition 
and be inspired by the sculptures 
around us in the gallery space. 
Enjoy working with your hands 
and using different textures and 
colours to create new patterns 
and forms through simple 
weaving techniques, that have 
been used the world over for the 
last 12,000 years!

Tom Cole Jr - Songs 
that Shaped the World
MUSIC

Thu 09 Mar, 8pm
Tickets €30
Musical icon Sharon Shannon 
has recorded and toured 
with a who’s who of the Irish 
and Global Music Industry, 
including The Waterboys, John 
Prine, Steve Earle, Jackson 
Browne, The Chieftains, Shane 
McGowan, Willie Nelson, 
Nigel Kennedy, Kirsty MacColl, 
Bono, Adam Clayton, Sinéad 
O’Connor, Imelda May and 
more - a list that is testament 
to Sharon’s versatility as 
well as talent. 

Wed 22 – Fri 24 Mar, 7.30pm 
Sat 25 Mar, 2pm & 7.30pm
Tickets €20 / €13 conc
Join the award winning troop 
from St Mochta's National School 
Clonsilla as they take to the 
stage with this delightful, funny 
and heart-warming musical, an 
adaptation of the Hans Christian 
Anderson fairytale, The Ugly 
Duckling. Set in the countryside, 
we meet Ugly, a cygnet who is 
mistaken as an ugly duckling. 
Rejected by everyone, Ugly 
befriends a starving and sly 
tomcat, and his adventures begin!

Thu 30 Mar, 8pm 
Tickets €25 
Showcasing highly acclaimed 
tributes to Dolly Parton, Johnny 
Cash, Don Williams, Patsy Cline 
and Kenny Rogers and new 
tributes to icons Hank Williams, 
Charley Pride, Glen Campbell, 
Tammy Wynette, John Denver 
and Jim Reeves with countless 
other well-known hit songs, this is 
a must see musical extravaganza, 
that will transport you all the way 
hand clapping and toe tapping to 
Nashville and back in one night.

Sharon Shannon 
& Guests
MUSIC

HONK! The Musical 
MUSICAL THEATRE

Sat 04 Mar, 2pm & 7.30pm  
Tickets €20 / €16 conc
Join Power Drama School 
for a fantastic adventure as 
our heroes go on an exciting 
journey, meeting lots of 
interesting characters on their 
way. Will they be able to win the 
heart of Truly and make all their 
dreams come true? You'll have 
to find out. Featuring music from 
a variety of favourite musicals, 
spectacular choreography, 
beautiful singing, charismatic 
characters and lots of charm. 

Wed 15 Mar, 10am & 12.30pm
Tickets: €5 students, 
teachers free 
Language: Irish & English
Cáit (Catherine Clinch), a 
nine-year-old girl from an 
overcrowded, dysfunctional 
family, is sent away to live with 
her mother’s relatives for the 
summer. She is welcomed with 
open arms by Eibhlín (Carrie 
Crowley), but her husband 
(Andrew Bennett) keeps Cáit at 
arm's length. Slowly, but surely 
a warmth grows within this 
makeshift family. Presented in 
association with IFI Education.

Tue 28 Mar, 10.15am & 12.15pm
Tickets €7 adults / €5 children / 
teachers free 
Theodor is a detective who found 
Timbuktu and a two headed llama 
that lives in Peru. Now Theo's hot on 
the trail of the famous teddy bears’ 
picnic. Come join us and together 
we’ll try our best to help Theo 
on this cuddly quest. The Teddy 
Bears’ Picnic is a theatrical treat for 
children aged 5+ and everyone else 
is welcome too. Especially Teddy 
bears! Theatre Lovett present The 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic by Louis Lovett. 
Funded by ACI, Supported by 
Riverbank Arts Centre.

Truly, Dreams 
Come True 
MUSICAL THEATRE
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Sat 01 Apr, 8pm
Tickets €20 / €18 conc
Michael Scott’s iconic 
production of John B. Keane's 
hilarious dramatic comedy 
The Matchmaker, stars Norma 
Sheahan and Jon Kenny, who 
together play a myriad of 
characters in this hilarious and 
earthy dramatic comedy, that 
follows the efforts of matchmaker 
Dicky Mick Dicky O Connor. 
Keane delves into the longings of 
this collection of lonely country 
people to create a marvelously 
colourful world.

The Matchmaker
THEATRE

Tue 04 Apr, 8pm
Tickets €20
Laugh, sing along and maybe 
even shed a tear with the 
18 strong Percy French 
Troubadours, who invite you to 
join with them for this evening 
of songs, poems and sketches 
by Percy French. Featuring 
all-time favourites ‘Are ye right 
there Michael?’, ‘The Darling 
Girl from Clare’, ‘To The West’, 
‘The Four Farrellys’ and ‘Abdul 
Abulbul Amir’ (Percy’s first 
successful song), this night is in 
aid of CASA.

The Songs and Poems 
of Percy French
MUSIC

Wed 05 Apr, 12pm / 1pm / 2pm
Tickets Free / Book in Advance 
Ages: all ages / Dur: 40 mins   
During the Easter Holidays 
join this interactive storytelling 
session where we need 
everyone’s help to create 
some crazy characters who 
will have to get through who-
knows-what kinda’ adventure, 
in who-knows-where to save 
a what-is-it? Who knows- we 
think you do! Come and help 
us tell this crazy and fun story! 

Crazy Characters 
Storytelling Family Day
FAMILY EVENT

Thu 06 Apr, 7.30pm
Tickets €7.50 / €6 conc
North Circular is a documentary 
musical that travels the length 
of Dublin’s North Circular Road, 
from the Phoenix Park to Dublin 
Port, exploring the history, music 
and streetscapes of a street that 
links some of the country’s most 
beloved and infamous places. 
The film includes musical 
performances from artists local 
to the North Circular, including 
John Francis Flynn, Séan Ó Túama, 
Eoghan O’Ceannabháin, Ian Lynch 
& Gemma Dunleavy. Directed & 
Written by Luke McManus.

Tue 11 Apr, 10.20am & 11.30am
Tickets €5 Per Child (1 adult free) 
For Toddlers 2-4 yrs / Dur: 50 mins
An exciting, interactive dance 
and music session led by dance 
artist Jess Rowell and musician 
Alessandro Zangrando, that 
introduces your child and their 
adult to a range of tempos, 
movements and sounds in a fun 
and explorative way.   

Wed 12 Apr, 12pm / 1pm / 2pm
Tickets Free / Book in Advance 
Ages: all ages / Dur: 50 mins
Draw big and free 
on our large sheets 
of beautiful fabriano paper, 
set out on our gallery floor. 
Beginning with a few shapes 
and markings, created 
specially by our artists to get 
you doodling, we will draw 
and doodle together with 
crayons, pencils and rubbers 
and just enjoy the fun of 
mark making.

North Circular
CINEMA

Exploring Music 
& Movement
FAMILY EVENT

Fri 10 Mar, 7.30pm
Tickets €7.50 / €6 conc
Director Kathryn Ferguson 
elegantly examines 
contemporary Irish history 
through the prism of the 
extraordinary early career and life 
of Sinéad O’Connor. Focusing 
on the years 1987-1993, the film 
looks at her troubled upbringing, 
her first steps into music, the 
meteoric rise she enjoyed after 
the release of her legendary 
single Nothing Compares 2U, 
and the very public protests that 
put her in the crosshairs of a 
cruel tabloid media. 

Nothing Compares
CINEMA

Wonderful Weaving 
Family Day
FAMILY EVENT

The Teddy Bears Picnic
PRIMARY SCHOOLS

Fri 21 Apr, 7.30pm
Tickets €7.50 / €6 conc
Twenty years after their last 
holiday at a fading vacation 
resort, Sophie reflects on the 
rare time spent with her loving 
and idealistic father Calum. 
As the world of adolescence 
creeps into Sophie's view, Calum 
struggles under the weight of life 
outside of fatherhood. Sophie's 
recollections become a powerful 
and heartrending portrait of 
their relationship, as she tries to 
reconcile the father she knew 
with the man she didn't. 

Sat 29 - Sun 30 Apr, 2pm & 7pm
Tickets €21
The award winning Cecilian 
Theatre Arts are back 
with a variety spectacular 
extravaganza show! Students 
and guests will bring you song, 
dance and comedy. To include 
Musical Theatre Hits from; 
Mamma Mia, The Lion King, 
Matilda The Musical, All Shook 
Up, The Addams Family, The 
Little Mermaid, The Greatest 
Showman, Waitress, Harry 
Potter, Hamilton, to name a few. 
Directors/Producers: Jennifer 
O'Dowd & Rosalind O'Dowd.

Aftersun
CINEMA

It's All That!
MUSICAL THEATRE

Thu 20 Apr, 8pm
Tickets €16 / €14 conc
Set in a sleepy town in Sligo, 
Grace O'Malley - the Warrior 
Queen is reincarnated as a coffee 
horsebox entrepreneur, high on 
debt and low on self-esteem. 
When a blast from her past, 
wrestling rival Ruby Stephens, 
arrives in town decades after 
making it big, Grace contends to 
win back her title which she lost 
at the U18’s Community Games 
in ’94. Some dreams just can’t be 
stomped on! Directed by 
Seamus O'Rourke. 

GomBean by Niamh 
McGrath
THEATRE

Curtain Up
MUSIC

Sat 22 Apr, 8pm
Tickets €25
Don Baker has had an amazing 
career. Harmonica player, singer-
songwriter and actor he has 
headlined with Tom Jones and 
Van Morrison, acted opposite 
Daniel Day-Lewis in the Oscar 
Nominated ‘In the Name of the 
Father’ and been declared by 
Bono as ‘The greatest harmonica 
player in the World!’. In 2022 Don 
celebrated both the release of his 
first ever collection of harmonica 
instrumentals, recorded over 
the last 40 years, and a TG4 
documentary of his life story. 

Don Baker
MUSIC

Tue 21 Mar, 10.20am & 11.30am
Tickets €5 Per Child (1 adult free)
For Toddlers 2-4 yrs / Dur: 50 mins
An exciting, interactive dance 
and music session led by dance 
artist Jess Rowell and musician 
Alessandro Zangrando, that 
introduces your child and their 
adult to a range of tempos, 
movements and sounds in a 
fun and explorative way. 

Exploring Music 
& Movement 
FAMILY EVENT

Sat 22 Apr, 11am & 1.30pm 
Tickets €5 / Book in Advance 
Age: 8-13 yrs
Try out your drawing and 
animation skills with this 
Flipbook Animation Workshop 
with Joseph Orr. Learn how to 
use the basic principles of hand 
drawn animation to make your 
own creations come to life. With 
live demonstrations, easy-to-
follow drawing guides and 
practical hands-on creativity 
you will take home your very 
own flipbook.

Flipbook Animation 
Workshop
FAMILY EVENT

Minions: The Rise 
of Gru
CINEMA

An Cailín Ciúin
SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

Drawing Shapes 
Family Day
FAMILY EVENT

Thu 30 Mar - 12.30pm / 2pm / 3pm 
Fri 31 Mar & Sat 01 Apr - 11am / 
12pm / 2pm
Tickets €10 per baby 
(1 accompanying adult free)
A chilled out 70’s-inspired 
adventure for babies under 
12 months, full of gorgeous 
harmony singing and immersive 
video, created by Anna Newell 
Theatre Adventures, one of 
Ireland’s leading theatre-makers 
for young audiences whose 
work for early years has been 
seen on six continents. 
Duration 20 mins + playtime. 
Age guideline: 0-12 months.

babyGROOVE 
FAMILY

The Legends of American 
Country Show
MUSIC
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Draíocht, The Blanchardstown 
Centre, Blanchardstown, 
Dublin 15  
D15 RYX6  

Box Office: 01-885 2622    
Email: boxoffice@draiocht.ie  

05 May

06 May

10-11 May 

20 May             

09 Jun

10 Jun

28 Jun
                

15 Sep

The Paddy Lama Shed Talks  
€22

The Illegals & Niamh Kavanagh
€22 / €20

The Toddler Take Over

The Classic Beatles
€25 / €23 

Declan Nerney in Concert 
€25

From a Low & Quiet Sea
€18 / €16 

Making Art: Sculpting

Chris Kent – Back at It
€20 / €18

Booking Information
Draíocht accepts bookings in 
person, by phone & online.
Box Office Tel 01-885 2622 

Box Office Opening Hours - 
Monday to Saturday, 
10am – 6pm
Or 24hrs online at 
www.draiocht.ie

A booking fee of €1 per ticket 
applies online.

Location
Draíocht is located in West 
Dublin in Blanchardstown, 
Dublin 15, and is part of the 
Blanchardstown Shopping 
Centre complex.

Full details on
www.draiocht.ie/your-visit

Find Us Online

Take your seat
All of us theatre, dance and music lovers are familiar with that cry! 
 
For €300, your company or club can name a seat in our lovely Main 
Auditorium and be assured of a place in the history of Draíocht 
forever. A plaque will be engraved with the name or dedication of 
your choice and mounted on the seat. 
Remember, a seat is for life, not just for Christmas! And you can 
come and visit it often. Your donation will help us continue our good 
work and support the magic! Flexible payment methods available. 
 
If you'd like to Take a Seat please contact the marketing department 
on 01-809 8024 or email marketing@draiocht.ie.  
Help us Make our Magic!

WHAT’S ON
MAR-APR 2023 

Space for the Arts – Space for Magic – Space for You
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Mon 13 - Wed 15 Mar
In a purpose-designed 
beautifully atmospheric 
tent, GROOVE is a chilled 
out 70’s inspired happening 
for audiences of children 
and young people with 
complex needs. It is full of 
blissful harmony singing and 
soothing immersive video art. 
Presented by Anna Newell 
Theatre Adventures in 
association with the Network 
For Extraordinary Audiences.

Wed 15 Mar – Sat 29 Apr 
First Floor Gallery 
This exhibition of wood-print 
and photographic works was 
created by young people 
exploring their ideas of identity 
and it's relation to the world 
around them. The group of 
young artists, from two Dublin 
15 Community groups, worked 
together with artist Andrew 
Carson to develop skills in 
composition, image making and 
digital manipulation to express 
their ideas and tell their stories, 
in what was for them, a new and 
interesting way. 

GROOVE - Draíocht in 
the Community 

MY SPACE, MY PLACE 
Youth Arts Exhibition 

Wed 26 & Thu 27 Apr  
10am-11.30am & 12.15pm-1.45pm 
Age Range: 3rd - 6th Class Pupils 
Cost per class: €45
Supporting the 'See and 
Respond' element of the 
primary curriculum, we will 
explore Pushing into space, 
Ellen Duffy’s mixed media 
exhibition together, before 
taking part in a hands-on 
workshop, where pupils will 
utilize fun techniques to explore 
the creation of 3D shapes, 
that will open up ideas of 
experimenting with colours, 
lines and textures in new ways.

3D Super Shapes  
Primary School Workshops 

Visit Draíocht’s exhibitions 
and take a peek at our theatre 
spaces and backstage - maybe 
even sing a song on our stage. 
These tours will allow young 
people to explore the building 
and encourage them to voice 
their opinion about the art in 
our gallery and introduce them 
to the idea of a civic space 
and what that means for our 
community. Tours will take 
approx. 50 mins, are free 
and are subject to availability. 
Please contact 
sarah@draiocht.ie or 
01-8098029.

Backstage 
School Tours 

10-11 May 2023
Join Us for Draíocht’s 8th Toddler 
Take Over Adventure in May! 
Together with our artists, you can 
celebrate the limitless imagination 
of the youngest members of our 
community and the magic that 
happens when it is combined with 
the world of creative adventure. 
With a combination of book-in 
and free drop-in events, and the 
addition of a Sensory Toddler Day, 
let your toddler take the lead. 
Email 'TTO Reminder' to 
marketing@draiocht.ie for 
updates. Booking opens on 
Tue 04 April.

The Toddler 
Take Over

Pushing into space is the first solo show 
by Ellen Duffy, Draíocht’s resident artist 
2022/2023, commissioned by Draíocht and 
curated by Sharon Murphy.

Duffy works across sculptural assemblage, 
expanded painting, mixed media collage 
and drawing. Her process is playful and 
seeks the building of dialogue between 
the objects/materials used in her work. She 
builds on gestural mark-making and the 
integration of recurring forms that appear 
across her artistic practice taken from 
found forms of her everyday.  

Using site responsive installations, works 
on paper and sculpture to build networks 
that call to the interconnections between 
the viewer, the space, the work and the 
artist. Duffy’s process-led engagement 
is haptically driven by an interest in 
materiality, form and colour. 

Ellen Duffy - Pushing into space   
Curated by Sharon Murphy
Wed 01 Mar — Sat 29 Apr 2023 
Ground Floor Gallery

Draíocht’s Galleries provide 
an excellent opportunity for 
Leaving Cert students to 
engage with a local gallery and 
professional artists, while also 
affording them the opportunity 
to make notes, sketches and 
diagrams. This Season we 
have tours available for our 
exhibitions facilitated by artist 
Bridget Flannery. Cost: €2 
per student. Dur. 90 mins. All 
materials provided. Max 30 per 
class. Booking through Sarah on 
01-809 8029 or email 
sarah@draiocht.ie

Leaving Cert Art 
Appreciation 

For this new body of work, Duffy has 
adopted and retranslated found and 
sourced materials during her year long 
residency at Draíocht to build a new 
abstract, playful language for a site 
specific exhibition in Draíocht's Ground 
Floor Gallery. Duffy calls attention to the 
potential within these seemingly random 
materials by pulling them from their 
everyday contexts. Provisionally assembled 
the installation draws on the connectivity 
of things. Essential components, fragments 
of the wider network are together and lifted 
up by one another. Forms are constricted, 
layered, shaped and misshaped, contorted 
and compressed and ultimately are carriers 
of expression through form and colour for 
viewers to interpret for themselves. 

Ellen Duffy is an award winning visual artist 
based in Dublin 15. She graduated from 
TU Dublin in 2019 with a first class honours 
BA in fine art. She was selected for the RDS 
visual arts graduate awards for its annual 
exhibition curated by Janet Mullarney and 
won the RHA residency award 2020. 


